
First Sunday: HOPE

God is With Us

Focus Passage: Isaiah 7:14, "Therefore the Lord 
himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall 
conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name 
Immanuel.”

A very special season of worship begins today: 
Advent. It is a time to commemorate the first coming 
of the Messiah as a baby born in Bethlehem as well 
as a time to anticipate his return at the end of time. 
Since the 4th century Christians have observed this 
period of focused spiritual discipline which begins 
four Sundays before Christmas.

Glenda and I have been celebrating Advent in our 
home since the year we were married, 1987. It has 
been a special joy to share these seasonal 
celebrations with Nathan and John Philip. Almost 
every night we will gather around our dining room 
table, light a candle, sing a carol or two, read 
scripture and a devotional, and pray together.

The focus passage for 
today is only one verse, 
but it is one of great 
c o m f o r t . I s a i a h 
p r o p h e s i e d t h a t t h e 
Messiah shall be called 
Immanuel which means 
"God with us." (Matthew 
1:23) Hear the echo of this name in Jesus'
final words to his disciples before he ascends to the 
Father, "And behold, I am with you always, to the 
end of the age." (Matthew 28:20 ESV) Immanuel, 
God is with us!

Prayer: Immanuel, thank you for always being with 
me. May this Advent season be a time for me to 
draw closer to you and to those around me. Give me 
the discipline to maintain times of daily devotion 
while I live all day, every day in fellowship with you. 
Amen.

~Jonathan Nelms

First Monday: HOPE

“I’m from the government, 
  and I’m here to bring you everlasting 

peace.”

Focus Passage: Isaiah 9:6-7 NASB, “For a child will 
be born to us, a son will be given to us; And the 
government will rest on His shoulders; And His name 
will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Eternal Father, Prince of Peace. There will be no 
end to the increase of His government or of peace, 
On the throne of David and over his kingdom, To 
establish it and to uphold it with justice and 
righteousness From then on and forevermore. The 
zeal of the LORD of hosts will accomplish this.”

Unrest seems to rule: in our city streets, in the 
Mideast, and across the world. Governments don’t 
really seem to make good peacemakers.  Of course, 
that should be their primary purpose.  Still, it was at 
the beginning of the much-celebrated Pax Romana 
that the Prince of Peace was brutally beaten and 
nailed to a cross.  Among the current princes of this 
world, those who seek peace must settle for a mere 
cease-fire.  Human government, without Christ, has 
and always will fail to establish peace.

That does not mean we should give up on peace 
in our generation, in our families, in our streets, and 
in our world. Christ calls us to peace. He gave us His 
peace and has blessed the peacemakers.

Wherever the Prince of Peace governs, peace 
reigns. Human government without Christ fails 
miserably, but wherever Christ governs peace will 
succeed. It will flow into our hearts, our lives, our 
families, our communities, our nation and into the 
world.

Remember that the peace Isaiah foretold is a 
peace of human government. Isaiah spoke of the 
Incarnation that brings a very human governor. 
When Christ reigns in our hearts we know peace. 
Christ’s reign of peace will bring you and those 
around you peace.

Prayer: Lord, grant me your peace. Help me to know 
your love and your power over this world, over 
human hearts and even over my own heart. Melt my 
fears as you show me your Son’s selfless love. Lord, 
make me an instrument of your peace. Help me to 
love as you did.  Help me go humbly to those who 
need you. Help me to give of myself, even when I do 
not want to and even when it hurts. 

~Allen Steele 

And  behold I am 
with you always, 
to the end of the 
age.       Matthew 



First Tuesday: HOPE

The Good News of Restoration
Focus Passage: Isaiah 61:1-4 ESV, “The Spirit of the 
Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has 
anointed me to bring good news to the poor; he has 
sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim 
liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison 
to those who are bound… They shall build up the 
ancient ruins; they shall raise up the former 
devastations; they shall repair the ruined cities, the 
devastations of many generations. “

In Luke 4:18-19, Jesus tells us that he is the one 
anointed to bring good news. This Isaiah passage is 
filled with imagery of Jesus’s restoration: good news 
to the poor, binding up the brokenhearted, freedom, 
comfort, etc. The passage includes imagery of 
exchange too: ashes for a beautiful headdress, 
mourning for oil of gladness, and a faint spirit for a 
garment of praise. It is a story told to us in contrasts 
to highlight the change in our condition because of 
the good news of the gospel.

If this passage were a painting, it would depict a 
dark poverty of spirit highlighted with the power of 
the gospel shining brightly upon it. It would be an 
image of our conquering hero, Jesus. We would see 
those that are downcast and broken being raised up 
to health and wholeness. The sinner would be 
shown coming out of a dark prison, shackles fallen 
to the ground as the Victor leads them into the light 
of freedom.

If the passage were a dance, ashes would fall 
from the heads of the saints as garlands were 
placed upon their heads. Saddened faces would 
brighten as they looked upward toward their Savior. 
The final moves of the dancers would change from 
slow and mournful to a finale where they are 
awarded a garment adorned with gold and jewels.

The truths of the gospel for the believer are 
beautiful. Jesus as the substitutionary Lamb is slain 
to purchase our sinful life. He restores the 
brokenness of that life and makes it more beautiful 
than we could ever imagine. He brings us as 
adopted children into an everlasting kingdom of 
glory.

Prayer: Jesus, help us to see your love for us in the 
promises to restore and redeem our brokenness. 
Help us to see the treasure that we are to you. Help 
us grow in our faith to believe that you will help us 
mourn, bind us up and free us from our sins. Amen.

 ~John Rust 

First Wednesday: HOPE

Complete Joy

Focus Passage: 1 John 1:1-4, That which was from 
the beginning, which we have heard, which we have 
seen with our eyes, which we looked upon and have 
touched with our hands, concerning the word of life, 
the life was made manifest, and we have seen it, 
and testify to it and proclaim to you the eternal life, 
which was with the Father and was made manifest 
to us, that which we have seen and heard we 
proclaim also to you, so that you too may have 
fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with 
the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. And we 
are writing these things so that our joy may be 
complete.

After reading and rereading today’s passage, 
the phrase that stuck out to me was “to make our joy 
complete.” (1 John 1:4) I think that the author, the 
Apostle John, is giving us an example of how we 
should act this Christmas season. John had met 
Jesus, and there was no way he was going to keep 
quiet about his experience. He went about sharing 
what he had heard, seen, and felt. He shared so that 
others might have fellowship with Christ also.

Each day, we also have a chance to share our 
experiences with Jesus that others may have 
fellowship with Him. We have been given the gift of 
Jesus Christ and it’s amazing! Our challenge is not 
to wrap Christ in a pretty bow and only get Him out 
for special occasions. Instead, let’s share Jesus 
Christ’s love each day of Advent and see what kind 
of joy this season might hold!

Prayer: Papa God, Help us to see you this season in 
the midst of the hustle and bustle.   Give us the 
courage to point people to you each and every 
chance we get! Amen.

~Melinda Johnson  

Each day we also 
have a chance to 

share our 
experiences with 
Jesus that others 

may have 



First Thursday: HOPE

God is Light! Walk in the Light!

Focus Passage: 1 John 1:5-10, This is the message 
we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that 
God is light, and in him is no darkness at all. If we 
say we have fellowship with him while we walk in 
darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. But if 
we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have 
fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus 
his Son cleanses us from all sin.  If we say we have 
no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in 
us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to 
forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. If we say we have not sinned, we 
make him a liar, and his word is not in us.

In 1 John 1:5, it says, “God is light, and in him is 
no darkness at all.” Throughout the Bible are many 
references, which clearly associate God with light. 
Take a look at Genesis 1:3-5, Matthew 2, John 1, 
and Revelation 21:23-25 as a few examples. To me 
these verses give a truly awe-inspiring insight into 
the nature of God!

As followers of Christ, we are told in 1 John 1:7 to 
“walk in the light” and to have fellowship with other 
believers. Additionally, in 1 John 1:9, it says, “If we 
confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us 
our sins…” So what does all of this mean for us 
today as followers of Christ? How are we to walk in 
the light of God?

First, we must spend time in God’s Word (the 
Bible) every day, even if it is just a few verses. The 
Covenant Devotionals are an excellent way to begin 
the day, and they have been a true blessing to me. 
Second, we need to spend time praying to God, 
which includes confessing our sins. Third, we need 
to spend time in fellowship and service with others 
who follow Christ. In my own life, I have felt the 
closest to God when I am reading the Bible, praying, 
and fellowshipping with other Christians on a daily 
basis. Just as headlights guide us when driving on 
dark roads, we must use His Word to guide us 
through this dark world.

Prayer: Dear Father God, please help us to make 
time each day to spend in Your Word, to pray to you 
and confess our sins, and to fellowship with other 
believers. Also, please use us to bring your light to 
those who are lost.

~ Chuck Craig

First Friday: HOPE

Christ, Our Advocate

Focus Passage: 1 John 2:1-6, My little children, I am 
writing these things to you so that you may not sin. 
But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with 
the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. He is the 
propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but 
also for the sins of the whole world. And by this we 
know that we have come to know him, if we keep his 
commandments. Whoever says “I know him” but 
does not keep his commandments is a liar, and the 
truth is not in him, but whoever keeps his word, in 
him truly the love of God is perfected. By this we 
may know that we are in him: whoever says he 
abides in him ought to walk in the same way in 
which he walked.

 This passage from 1 John reminds us of how 
Maicie cares for her patients, as a nurse. She is her 
patients’ advocate when they have no voice. It is her 
job to look after, listen, and be an intermediary for 
them to the doctor. If she notices that the patient is 
failing in health, then it is her job to notify the doctor. 

Just as when we sin, we have an advocate, an 
intermediary, in Jesus Christ to the Father in heaven. 
It is important for us to live healthy lives and not sin. 
Whenever we keep his word then the love of God is 
perfected in us, just like when we follow doctors’ 
orders, then we will be healed. When we follow 

Jesus and he abides in us, 
then he atones our sickness, 
and we are to walk in the 
same way He did.

Prayer: Dear God, You are 
so loving to us even when 
we do not deserve your love. 
Thank you for showing your 

love to us in sending Jesus to be our Advocate. 
Lord, help us to not sin so that we might keep your 
commandments. Because if we say we know Jesus 
Christ, your Son, yet we do not keep your 
commandments, then the truth is not in us. Help us 
keep your word and walk in the same way as Christ 
did on earth. Amen.

~ Jason and Maicie Hodge

Whenever we 
keep His word 
then the love of 

God is 



First Saturday: HOPE

Becoming More Like Christ
Focus Passage: 1 John 2:12-14, I am writing to you, little 
children, because your sins are forgiven for his name's 
sake, I am writing to you, fathers, because you know him 
who is from the beginning. I am writing to you, young men, 
because you have overcome the evil one. I write to you, 
children, because you know the Father. I write to you, 
fathers, because you know him who is from the beginning. 
I write to you, young men, because you are strong, and 
the word of God abides in you, and you have overcome 
the evil one.

 “Here I am to worship, here I am to bow down, here I 
am to say that you’re my God…you’re all together lovely, 
all together worthy, all together wonderful to me”.  I love 
this song and know the lyrics by heart, but do I show my 
love for Christ and strive to become like Him daily in my 
walk?

One of my favorite verses in today’s 
passage is 1 John 2:12, “I am 
writing to you, little children, 
because your sins are forgiven you 
for His name’s sake.” I sit here 
amazed every t ime I t ry to 
comprehend the fact that God has 
forgiven me for ALL my sins…but 
then I have to ask myself, do I live 
like a forgiven child of Christ? Do 
others see the newness of life in 
me and want what Christ has given 
me? Too often, I allow myself to 
become caught up in the activities 

of the world…fast paced, busy life, too fast to slow down 
and truly spend quality time with my heavenly father…but 
why? As a daughter of the King, my desire is for others to 
see Christ in me, and I know I must spend quality time 
alone with Him daily in order to become more like Christ.

As I sit here in the quietness of the day, Father, fill me 
with Your spirit so I can show Your love to others. By doing 
so, make me more like Christ so others may reach out to 
You and find true love and forgiveness just as you have 
provided to me. 

Prayer: Dear Heavenly Father, please stop me daily and 
remind me of Your great love for me that You want me to 
share with others. Please provide me opportunities to 
share with others so they may find the same grace, love, 
and forgiveness You have freely given to me.

~Lisa Craig
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