
Second Sunday: PEACE

Loving Jesus in a World Opposed to Him
 
Focus Passage: 1 John 2:15-16, Do not love the 
world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the 
world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that 
is in the world—the desires of the flesh and the 
desires of the eyes and pride of life—is not from the 
Father but is from the world. And the world is 
passing away along with its desires, but whoever 
does the will of God abides forever.

I have found that the Christmas season is a great 
time of reflection on Jesus breaking into the world 
and showing us a better way to live, but I have also 
found it easy to forget where my first love lies. 
John’s admonishment for the church in this passage 
is that we would not love the world, or things of the 
world. 

It is easy in the hustle and bustle of the holiday 
season to slip into worldly mindsets. What we have 
to remember is that in the midst of all that is going 
on around us we keep our eyes on Jesus. We 
should embrace the incarnational reality of our faith 
and live in a world opposed to God, yet placing a 
love on display that rises above all those worldly 
habits and behaviors.

Prayer: Father, help me to display love for you in a 
world that is opposed to you. Move in my heart to 
see the world as you see it, broken and in need the 
wholeness that comes from you. Amen.

~Paul Hoffman

Second Monday: PEACE

Remember Your Anointing

Focus Passage: 1 John 2:18-20, Children, it is the 
last hour, and as you have heard that antichrist is 
coming, so now many antichrists have come. 
Therefore we know that it is the last hour. They went 
out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had 
been of us, they would have continued with us. But 
they went out, that it might become plain that they all 
are not of us. But you have been anointed by the 
Holy One, and you all have knowledge.

This passage reminds us to whom we belong…
the Holy One. What vision comes to your mind when 
you think of an “anointing”? Is it a knight in shining 
armor receiving his commission, or a woman at the 
feet of Jesus anointing him with perfume, or perhaps 
the moment you received Jesus as your Savior? The 
original use of the word “anointed” relates to a 
shepherd caring for his sheep.

Sheep are notorious hosts for lice and other 
pests that can deeply infect the sheep causing a 
debilitating condition. The nurturing shepherd would 
pour generous amounts of oil on the sheep’s head 
and rub it deeply into the wool to provide a slippery 
surface so that the pests cannot cling and inhabit the 
head. As for you, Christian, there is a similarity. 
Jesus is our Shepherd. The anointing by Jesus 
provides protection and promotes well being and, 
ultimately, a life of worth and purpose.

Isaiah 61:1-3 tells us we are “anointed” through 
the Holy Spirit to preach the Good News: the news 
that Jesus heals the brokenhearted, frees the 
captives, and comforts the mourning. But, His Good 
News doesn’t stop there, He dresses us with a 
crown of beauty and a garment of praise. We are the 
“shoot” He has planted by the work of His own 
hands to grow us into an “oak of righteousness to 
display His splendor.”

How is this possible? Jesus, God incarnate, 
came to live among us to renew, restore, and rebuild 
us and to “anoint” the believer with the power and 
the truth that endures forever. Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 
Hallelujah!

Prayer: Thank you, Lord, that you have poured your 
truth onto us through your powerful word. You 
stooped to live among us to show us how to love 
others and to love truth.  Empower us, your children, 
to do the good works you created for us for your 
glory. Amen.

~Molly Gleason  



Second Tuesday: PEACE

Faith Like a Child
 
Focus Passage: 1 John 2:28-29, And now, little 
children, abide in him, so that when he appears we 
may have confidence and not shrink from him in 
shame at his coming. If you know that he is 
righteous, you may be sure that everyone who 
practices righteousness has been born of him.

At this time of year, you see many  children 
anxiously awaiting Christmas Day's arrival. They 
strive to be good and on the "Nice" list, avoiding the 
"Naughty" list.

John exhorts us, calling us little children, to be 
faithful in our walk/relationship with Christ in much 
the same manner; so that we have nothing to be 
ashamed of when Christ returns. It is similar, in a 
way, to little children trying their hardest to remain on 
the "Nice" list in order to earn their "rewards" at 
Christmas. By staying confident in our relationship 
with Christ and maintaining His righteous attitude 
and actions in our daily lives, we will receive our 
"rewards" at His Second Coming. Consider 2 
Timothy 4:7-8, "I have fought a good fight, I have 
finished my course, I have kept the faith: Therefore 
there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness 
which The Lord, the Righteous Judge, shall give me 
at that day: and not to me only, but to all them that 
love His appearing."

During this celebratory time of year and at all 
times of the year, let's remain filled with confidence, 
hope, and joy in Jesus Christ our Lord, King, and 
Savior. Let our praises, joyful countenance, and 
righteousness received from Him shine out to the 
world for all to see and glorify Him. "For what is our 
hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing? Is it not even you 
in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at His 
coming?” (1 Thessalonians 2:19)

Prayer: Dear Glorious Heavenly Father, We can 
become too self-sufficient and rely on ourselves. 
Help us to focus on You in a childlike faith, realizing 
we are dependent on You for everything. Thank you 
for Your promise of coming again and let us be 
confident always in Your promises. Amen.

~Debbie Lamb  

Second Wednesday: PEACE

Becoming Pure
Focus Passage: 1 John 3:1-10, See what kind of 
love the Father has given to us, that we should be 
called children of God; and so we are. The reason 
why the world does not know us is that it did not 
know him. Beloved, we are God's children now, and 
what we will be has not yet appeared; but we know 
that when he appears we shall be like him, because 
we shall see him as he is. And everyone who thus 
hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure. 
Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also 
practices lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. You know 
that he appeared in order to take away sins, and in 
him there is no sin. No one who abides in him keeps 
on sinning; no one who keeps on sinning has either 
seen him or known him. Little children, let no one 
deceive you. Whoever practices righteousness is 
righteous, as he is righteous. Whoever makes a 
practice of sinning is of the devil, for the devil has 
been sinning from the beginning. The reason the 
Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of 
the devil. No one born of God makes a practice of 
sinning, for God's seed abides in him, and he cannot 
keep on sinning because he has been born of God. 
By this it is evident who are the children of God, and 
who are the children of the devil: whoever does not 
practice righteousness is not of God, nor is the one 
who does not love his brother.

I love the picture of us being God’s children. It 
comes with rewards and blessings as well as 
discipline and heartache. I think of raising our own 
children and how they (and I) learned most lessons 
“the hard way”. That’s true of most of us. When I am 
learning a new life lesson I have to learn how to 
achieve my goal by practicing and failing to realize 
the best way to reach the desired outcome. 

God shapes us the same way. It is through 
hardship and practice that He helps us accomplish 
our goals. And, because we are in Christ Jesus, we 
have the Holy Spirit to guide us in the ways we 
should go. Each lesson brings us a little closer to 
being pure like He is. We will never reach total purity 
on this side of heaven, but we should always strive 
towards being pure

Prayer: Heavenly Father, thank You that You call me 
Your child. Help me to always seek Your truth and 
purity and to realize that even times of trouble are 
molding me into Your image. I look forward to seeing 
You face to face and being changed into Your image. 
I ask this in the name of your precious Son, Jesus 
Christ. Amen

~Sarah Beverly



Second Thursday: PEACE

Love Is

Focus Passage: 1 John 3:11-18, For this is the 
message that you have heard from the beginning, 
that we should love one another. We should not be 
like Cain, who was of the evil one and murdered his 
brother. And why did he murder him? Because his 
own deeds were evil and his brother's righteous. Do 
not be surprised, brothers, that the world hates you. 
We know that we have passed out of death into life, 
because we love the brothers. Whoever does not 
love abides in death. Everyone who hates his 
brother is a murderer, and you know that no 
murderer has eternal life abiding in him. By this we 
know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we 
ought to lay down our lives for the brothers. But if 
anyone has the world's goods and sees his brother 
in need, yet closes his heart against him, how does 
God's love abide in him? Little children, let us not 
love in word or talk but in deed and in truth.

As we enter this Christmas season much will be 
said about love. What is love? Love can be 
expressed in many ways. For example love is 
caring, patient, kind, giving, unconditional and does 
not rejoice in wrong, but celebrates in doing right. 

Love is also being honest, love is companionship, 
and the list goes on and on. Love is not all the 
Christmas gifts on Christmas morning or the big 
Christmas meal that most of us will participate in. 
Love is not buying the most expensive gift for people 
that we know. Christ through his birth and death on 
the cross gave us the perfect example of love.

Love can best be described by what the writer of 
John told us in verse 16. Love is being willing to lay 
down your life for a brother or sister in Christ. Real 
love is an action, not a feeling. So as we celebrate 
this Christmas Season, my prayer is that we can put 
the true meaning of love back into Christmas. 

Prayer: Dear Heavenly Father as we celebrate your 
birth, please help us to remember to express love as 
you did in this passage. Please let our focus be on 
helping our brothers and sisters that are less 
fortunate than we. Help us to not get caught up in 
the commercialism of our society today and miss the 
real meaning of your love. In your name I pray. 
Amen.

~Lonnie Donaldson

Second Friday: PEACE

Know the Spirit of God

Focus Passage: 1 John 4:1, Beloved, do not believe 
every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they 
are from God, for many false prophets have gone 
out into the world. 

We're bombarded with fake, imitation, and 
imposters on a daily basis!  They all look and sound 
like the real deal. If we let our guard down, we will 
end up suffering the consequences of loss, 
disappointment, and damage. Our best defense is to 
be informed, alert, and equipped to distinguish real 
from fake.

John warns us in this scripture against false 
teachers and false prophets. They are among us 
today - false teachings and those who lead those 
movements. John is warning God's people to be 
alert, and this caution is very relevant for us today. 
John’s warning does not come without a few tips. 

John tells us of a simple 2-step test to discern 
truth. First, in verse 2, John tells us, the way you can 
determine the false teachers is that they will deny 
the deity of Jesus Christ.

Many will teach about Jesus. They will tell of his 
great works and teachings, call Jesus a prophet or a 
great leader, but confessing Jesus Christ includes 
believing and accepting one important detail about 
him - that he is God “in the flesh”. If we deny any 
part of it, like his virgin birth, we deny the Incarnation 
of Christ.

Another test of false teaching is to take a look at 
who is following.  False teachers will have a large 
following. Many followers do not mean they are 
teaching truth. We must be discerning about their 
teachings and careful not to become engulfed in the 
latest spiritual fad.

We have been given the Spirit of God who helps 
us understand the things of God. The Spirit equips 
us through God's Word. As a student of His Word, 
we sharpen our skills for discerning truth. Another 
way is through prayer. The best thing we can do is 
go to God and ask for the Holy Spirit to lead us and 
teach us. By staying in fellowship with God, the 
Spirit of God will help us identify false teachings. 

Prayer: Lord, thank you for sending your Holy Spirit 
to be our helper and our guide. Please grant us 
wisdom and discernment to identify false prophets 
and teachings. Thank you for your Word, which also 
informs us. Help us to obediently and regularly study 
your Word for understanding with the help of your 
Holy Spirit so that we may live in a way that brings 
glory to you and points others to you as well. Amen.

~Sissy Vick



Second Saturday: PEACE

Love

Focus Passage: 1 John 4:7-12, Beloved, let us love 
one another, for love is from God, and whoever 
loves has been born of God and knows God. 
Anyone who does not love does not know God, 
because God is love. In this the love of God was 
made manifest among us, that God sent his only 
Son into the world, so that we might live through 
him. In this is love, not that we have loved God but 
that he loved us and sent his Son to be the 
propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, 
we also ought to love one another. No one has ever 
seen God; if we love one another, God abides in us 
and his love is perfected in us.

Christmas is a wonderful t ime of year. 
Unfortunately, our consumeristic culture places 
unrealistic expectations on us during this time of 
celebration. The simple message of Christmas has 
become one of buying, giving, and receiving. It is 
very easy to become overwhelmed with meeting 
these materialistic expectations and neglect the 
deeper needs of the heart. 

The message of today’s focus passage is simple: 
God is love. God gives us love so we should give 
love to one another. 

So this year, let’s be sure 
to love one another. While gifts 
are great and very important to 
some, love is simple and 
ultimately the only gift that will 
last. I once heard it said, “A 
s i m p l i fi e d l i f e i s n o t a n 
impoverished life, but a more 
enriched life.” It is an incredible 

challenge to live a simple life in a culture that is 
growing more and more complex. However, as 
Christians we can be set free to live and love simply.

Prayer: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be 
thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and 
ever. Amen.

~Nathan Nelms
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Peace

“For he himself is our peace, who has 
made us both one and has broken down in 

his flesh the dividing wall of hostility.”
Ephesians 2:14

“…love is 
simple and 
ultimately 

the only gift 
that will 

“Sunrise Through Barn on Knights Chapel”, photo by Jonathan 

The Second Week 
of Advent

http://www.covenantcookeville.org/
mailto:info@covenantcookeville.org

